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PACIFIC Parliamentarians will meet in Nadi this week to discuss ways to step up anticorruption initiatives and
engage more strongly with the United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC).
Global Organization of Parliamentarians against Corruption Oceania chair John Hyde said: "Our region has
been buoyed by the Tongan Parliament's unanimous vote to establish the Pacific's first Standing Committee on
AntiCorruption so the time is right for Pacific MPs to examine how they can fasttrack more initiatives."
Tonga is one of the five remaining Pacific nations yet to sign on to the UNCAC, and the GOPAC along with the
United Nations Pacific Regional AntiCorruption (UNPRAC) project are working with parliamentarians from
across the Pacific in a twoday workshop on UNCAC and parliamentary oversight in Nadi.
"GOPAC strongly believes in the primacy of parliamentarians affecting change and we're delighted that MPs
from the five Pacific countries yet to sign onto UNCAC are willingly attending our workshop which will be
opened by the Fijian President Ratu Epeli Nailatikau with a keynote speech by Fiji's Speaker Dr Jiko Luveni,"
said Mr Hyde.
Mr Hyde praised the commitment of Australia for supporting the UNPRAC project, a fouryear $US4.3 million
($F9m) project in the 15 Pacific nations.
GOPAC Tonga chair Lord Fusitu'a, who is also participating in the workshop said MPs in the Pacific wanted to
enhance anticorruption policies, laws and institutions.
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Update: 5:04PM CORRUPTION is undeniably one of the most serious impediments to human development,
says the Speaker of Parliament Dr Jiko Luveni.
"It undermines democracy and the rule of law, leads to violations of human rights, distorts markets, erodes
quality of life, and allows organised crime, terrorism and other threats to human security to flourish," she said.
"Corruption hinders efforts to achieve the Millennium Development Goals by obstructing unfettered public
access to social services and diverting resources away from investments in public infrastructure, public
institutions and social services."
Dr Luveni made the comments at the UN Convention against Corruption (UNCAC) and the Global
Organisation of Parliamentarians against Corruption (GOPAC) Parliamentary Oversight Workshop at the
Novotel Hotel in Nadi today.

