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.| Introduction

a. Ladies and Gentlemen, let me start by thanking the National
Democratic Institute, Bangladesh, the Global Organization of

| Parliamentarians Against Corruption and the World Bank for giving me |
| this opportunity to be with you this morning.
| b. Assuming that we are at war against corruption, I intend to present

a ‘battle plan’ as it relates to Bangladesh.

c. | shall put across my points in a synopsis form to cover the major
aspects of the nature and form of the enemy, the overall strategy and
the salient features of the tactics. God Willing, | should finish within 20
minutes, thus leaving 10 minutes for a short (Q and A session.
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.| The Enemy

a. “Know thy enemy”- said Sun Tzu, the Chinese military genius. He
also added, ‘Never underestimate your enemy, for it leads to costly
mistakes that very well might lose the battle’. So we must learn a bit
more about our enemy - corruption.
b. Corruption in Bangladesh has to be seen in different contexts to
understand its form and nature.

(1) Political Context. Over the decades corruption has been

patronized politically which explains its being immune to
eradication efforts. The political will which is imperative for
fighting corruption simply did not exist.

(2] Socio-Economic Context. The erosion of social values minimized
the stigma which was traditionally associated with ill gotten

wealth. Creation of a ‘noveau riche’ class, mostly through unfair |

means, was equated with economic prosperity for the nation as a
whole.

(3) Ineffective Anti-Corruption Mechanism. Corruption took deep roots
because of slack rules and regulations as well as crippled anti-

corruption agencies. Corruption is still a low risk - high reward’ |

proposition in Bangladesh.
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.| The Strategy

a. End State. Make corruption a fact of life - rather than a way of life in

Bangladesh. This is an achievable end state if the preconditions are |

met through a sustained campaign.
b. Defining Success. Corruption to be brought down to a level where
good governance becomes possible. Position of Bangladesh in the

Corruption Perceptions Index chart of Transparency International will
be another measure of success.

c. Mutipronged Offensive. The strategy should include -
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